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“I was against that. This
is something that will
create controversy. I tried
to talk her out of it. This
is something that will
offend religious people,”
Fritz said. “She chose to
ﬂy to Rome and do this
right across from the
Vatican ... I thought this
was a little like raising the
middle ﬁnger.”
King called the scrap
of papyrus “The Gospel
of Jesus’ Wife.” Her
thesis led to several news
stories, magazine articles
and a TV show on The
Smithsonian Network in
2014.
Now people are
backing off over whether
this piece of evidence is
real — although some
say there is evidence that
Jesus did have a wife. This
isn’t the proof that some
people had hoped it was.
“Everybody is running
for cover,” Fritz said. “The
hoax argument: authenticity. She consulted four
or ﬁve world-class experts
who thought this was
real. I had no hand in
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That’s what makes
visiting the USF Botanical
Gardens so special — you
are supporting USF
students’ research that

choosing the title (‘The
Gospel of Jesus’ Wife); the
location where she was
doing this. I voiced my
concerns and she chose
to do it that way anyway.”
Fritz acknowledges he
was interested in ancient
languages while a college
student in Berlin. He
studied Egyptology and
was a “terrible” student
when it came to Coptic,
saying he never liked the
language.
The Atlantic writer,
Ariel Sabar, said Tuesday
in an email he had no
idea his investigation
would end up in North
Port.
“When I started looking
into the origins of the
papyrus last October, I
had no idea where I’d
wind up. The six months
I spent researching my
Atlantic story felt very
much like detective work,
following one clue to the
next, and one source to
the next, until a picture
began to take shape,”
Sabar stated.
Sabar said King never
said it was the only evidence Jesus had a wife.
“(King) was very clear
from the start that the
papyrus could not be
potentially could improve
our lives.
The gardens are divided
into various areas showcasing bromeliads, palms
and ﬂowering trees. While
walking around, be sure
to keep your eyes open
for unusual ﬂowering
pots and decorations. It
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taken as proof that Jesus
was married. It was
composed, she’d said, too
long after the cruciﬁxion
to have any value as
biography. If authentic,
it would only show that
one group of ancient
Christians, living a few
hundred years after the
cruciﬁxion, thought he’d
been married. This was
still important because
it would show just how
diverse the voices of early
Christians were — and
how at least some of
them had no problem
with Jesus being married,
even possibly to Mary

Magdalene,” Sabar said.
“For those who saw
the papyrus as proof that
women from Magdalene
on have been unfairly
marginalized by the
church — particularly
by the Roman Catholic
Church — the news that
it’s a likely forgery may
come as something of a
disappointment. But I’m
not sure historians need
this papyrus to make
that argument. There
are other early Christian
texts that also suggest a
particularly close relationship between Jesus
and Magdalene, though

may even give you ideas
for your own backyard or
garden.
The gardens opened
in the late 1960s, but
ﬂourished in the 1990s
with the addition of new
gardens, structures and
the plant shop. The gardens since have become
an attraction for locals as
well as for plant fans from
across the world.
Butterﬂy enthusiasts
also will be amazed
during a visit to the
gardens. There is a
butterﬂy garden area, but
I don’t think the butterﬂies know that as they
seem to enjoy the entire
facility. Milkweed, which
is vital to saving monarch
butterﬂies, can be seen

subtly throughout the
gardens.
“The monarch butterﬂy
population in North
America has plummeted
by over 90 percent in
just the last 20 years,”
according to the National
Wildlife Federation.
“Without milkweed,
monarchs can’t successfully reproduce and
the species declines. By
planting milkweed in your
own garden, landscape
and throughout your
community, you can help
reverse the fortune of
these beautiful insects.”
Plants are available
for sale at the gardens,
and this weekend is the
27th Annual Summer
Plant Festival.
This likely is not a fullday attraction, but there
is a lot to do near the USF
campus, so incorporate a
stop at the gardens as part
of a fun day in Tampa.
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Walter Fritz’ home on the north side of North Port has several
signs warning people to keep out — fairly common for some of
the homes in the area off Tropicaire Boulevard.
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Free museum
entry for veterans,
active military
Edison and Ford
Winter Estates is offering

the Gospel of Jesus’s Wife
would have been the ﬁrst
to suggest the two were
married, and that’s what
made it so controversial,”
Sabar continued.
Fritz agrees with that.
“It would render the
Catholic religion based
on something false — and
that’s why it’s offensive.”
Fritz said Sabar was a
good journalist. He said
the article was “mostly
factually correct but goes
in a certain way” — making it appear Fritz had
odd motives and fantasies
that led to the potential
reason to create a hoax.
“It is tilted to make a
statement,” he said. “It is
making it look like I could
forge this.”
And the very personal
aspects bring in Fritz’ sex
life as a motive — at one
point focusing on Fritz’
wife.
“That’s exactly what
I don’t like about his
article. He somehow
creates an aura about us.
He drags my wife into
this. I owned these before
I knew my wife,” Fritz
said.
“I still like Ariel to some
degree … but I think in
the end he was trying to

ﬁnd a smoking gun.”
Fritz said King, with
whom he emailed
for years, was scared by
the story from Sabar.
“I think Professor King
just caved in,” he said.
“I think she read Ariel’s
article and gave in.”
And while there is some
suggestion the papyrus
and the controversy was a
secret, Fritz said it wasn’t
too much of a secret in
North Port, saying he’d
told a North Port Sun
reporter about it years
ago.
“There’s people in
North Port who knew
about this. It wasn’t really
a big mystery. I would
have not talked to Ariel
either, but he had a really
nice and good approach.”
Fritz is steadfast in one
point. Even if Harvard
says it’s unsure of the authenticity of the papyri,
nobody has conﬁrmed it
either way.
“To my knowledge,
there’s no test so far that
shows it as a forgery …
even if you had absolute
proof that it was not
a forgery, if you were
a scientist, would you
come out right now and
say so? Heck no.”

IF YOU GO
Where: USF Botanical Gardens, 12210 USF Pine Drive, Tampa
When: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday (closed this Friday before the
Summer Plant Festival), 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, noon-4 p.m. Sunday
Cost: Adults, $5; seniors (60 and older), $4; children 6-13, $3
Upcoming events:
• 27th Annual Summer Plant Festival, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $5, children 12 and under are free.
Saturday’s plant talks include: Native plants at 11 a.m.; Butterfly talk
and tour at noon; Crape Myrtle at noon; Exotic tropicals at 1 p.m.; and
Growing herbs at 1:30 p.m. Sunday’s talks: Best Crotons for the Landscape at 11 a.m.; Plumeria at noon; Beekeeping talk and tour at noon.
• Bromeliad Bash: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Aug. 6.
More info: 813-974-2329 or http://gardens.usf.edu/
free admission to veterans and their families on
the Fourth of July. The
free admission includes
an audio tour.
“Veterans should
present a VA identiﬁcation card or their DD214
papers. Veterans will
also receive a 10 percent
discount on Edison
Ford membership and
items purchased in the
Museum Store, Ford
Cottage Shoppe and
Edison Ford Shoppe at
Bell Tower Shops,” states
the press release.
“Edison Ford is a
member of Blue Star
Museums, so all active
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duty military will also receive free admission. “Up
to ﬁve family members
may also be admitted
free. The Blue Star
Museums free admission
program is available to
any bearer of a Geneva
Convention common
access card (CAC), a
DD Form 1173 ID card
(dependent ID), or a DD
Form 1173-1 ID card.”
Edison and Ford
Winter Estates is open
from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
on July 4. For more
information, call 239334-7419 or visit www.
edisonfordwinterestates.
org.
Christy Feinberg is a
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senior writer/columnist
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